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affected n. large number of their cu-rcli^IonlslH until the year 1727, when this Society of Krlcntl.s in their aninml meeting at London passed a resolution condemning [with the .slave trade and the owning nf slaves.' Tim conviction .spread in the QuaUcr.s of Pennsylvania (the " Quaker Slate") where worthy members of the Society succeeded In arousing public opinion even Hguinst the institution of slavery.
kevcrlhitf to Knuliiiitl, with which alone we are concerned, we find the Quakers striving to stop the worst abuses of the Slave Trade. The Treaty of Utrecht (1713) had handed over to Kng-lund a Krent |)Hrl_ (lp tjml traffic; and Chatham himself boasted thai his conquests in Africa during the Seven Years' War hnd \t\ncct\ «hmwt the whole of it in HrJttoh hands. When a mftn of his elevation of thought held this lan^ua^e, we can Imagine that the many looked on the trade as u pillar of the Kmpirc, and derided its fe\v opponents as lunatics.
Not that public opinion was wholly blind to its evils. In the year 1750 Parliament had p;iwil an Art rnrbiililiiitf the kidnapping tif negroes; but it pmvc-d whully iiH-ffeclivd; and, as the horrors c.oniHTtnl with tin* Slave Tradr bri-ame belter known, ibr Sin:iclyof l-'rirnds warned all its members to abstain frnin any nuiitri'linn whatever \vilh MI unholy u liallie (175^). Three ycMi'-i later il resnlved In disown any whn .shmild disregard this wai'twitf.1" Thus, in lb(! religions /e,d and eonsislenry nf the Kricndn we arc indr.bted for the first atlrmpU to abolish this traffic. No small community has ever rendered a greater service to the cnuie of religion and humanity.
It sliould l)o noted in piunlMK that their action and thiit of Inter nlx)Hllonisls helped to link toKPlhnr iKcsti two Idciiln in n mnnncr which was to be infinitely fruitful. In thin connection Grnnvillc Sharp, John We.iley, (.'Jarkwon, 1'alfiy, Wilbcrftirct:, Huxtttn, /achnry Macaulay, and many others may be. nnrmul M proving tho closo iniinn that subsislcd hclwcten rell^iniH conviction and the philanthropic movement. The* power of religion to iinpc.l to ifoml works nhone forth in nil of them. Wilberforc.u gave scarcely a ihiui^ht t<> the ilavcs until ihr work of tfrticu i in bis own heart. In 177*1 Wesley published his work,
I HM. of ilir Alinliiimi uf tin* Hhivn Tuilc," 1, J 10-1 ij. Hoc p. 3S9 for n (Imrl rtlinwiiiK nV naiiif-i uf ilin-.c wln> litul prolealeil ngftitlBl tho Trnde from thr limes of tllnirlRt V, Xlmeiifj, itntl (r. l-'cix.St. Ijiwrcna- had reiiuiiiird iHiund np with the
